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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Based upon the review of the prior art and the present claim scope the indicated 
allowability of claims 1-7, 9-23, 26, and 37-42 is withdrawn in view of the reference(s) to 
Yoseloff et al and Singer et al. Rejections based on the cited reference(s) follow. 

Claims 8 and 46-48 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The prior art of record does teach or suggest the 
transformation of a flanking symbols into convertible symbols and vise versa between 
subsequent game plays. 

Claim Interpretation 
Claims 1-11, 13-23, 26, 37-42, and 46-48, define a symbol transformation 
arrangement that includes a subset of a generic wild symbol transformation game 
however, these claims fail to preclude the remainder of a generic wild symbol 
transformation. For instance while the claims establish the transformation of a 
convertible symbol when flanked by two flanking symbols the transformation of the 
convertible symbol the claim language does not positively recite any claim limitations 
that would prohibit other symbol arrangements from effecting the transformation of the 
convertible symbol. 

Additionally the presentation of a flanking symbol and a non-convertible symbol 
are not presented by the applicant in such manner that these symbols would be 
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exclusive to one another. Accordingly the flanking symbols and non-convertible 
symbols are understood to include symbols that serve as both flanking and non- 
convertible symbols. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 sets forth the presentation of a convertible symbol between one flanking 
symbol. While it is clear what would be intended by the applicant if the presentation of a 
convertible symbol was between two flanking symbols it is unclear what the applicant is 
attempting to describe or encompass through the presentation of a convertible symbol 
between one flanking symbol. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-7, 9, 11, 13-23, 26, 37, 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Yoseloff et al (US 6,31 1 ,976). 

Claims 1-2, 4-7, 9, 11, 13-23,: Yoseloff teaches a slot machine wild symbol 
feature including: 

a plurality of reels (Figure 1 ); 

a game operable upon a wager by a player(Abstract); 

a plurality of symbols including non-wild symbols alternatively described as 
flanking symbols and non-flanking symbols wherein the non-flanking symbols further 
comprise a plurality of similar or non-similar convertible symbols alternatively described 
as wild symbols (Col 1 1 :29-52, 13:30-44); and 

a processor (Col 14:37-41) to cause the generation of symbols on each of said 
reels and when a non-flanking convertible symbol appears on the same active payline 
as a flanking symbol converting the convertible symbol into a flanking symbol (Figure 5, 
Element 34), in a manner appreciable to the player, and awarding any reward resultant 
of the conversion to the player (Abstract Col 1 1 :29-52, 13:30-44). 

Claim 3:Yoseloff teaches associating the flanking and convertible symbols 
through their presentation (Col 1 1 :29-37). 

Claim 26: The claim language directed to the generation of flanking symbols 
responsive to the player wager is understood as being taught as the placement of a 
wager by the player initiate game play in the game of Yoseloff as cited above. 
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Claim 37: In addition to the above the invention of Yoseloff sets forth spinning 
the reels (Abstract), and as best understood the Applicant's presented claim 24 sets 
forth steps (a) through (j) as the assignment and re-assignment of symbols to reel 
positions followed by a singular display step (k). Accordingly the presented claim is 
understood to describe the process of spinning the reels as set forth by Yoseloff. 

Claims 41-42: Yoseloff additionally teaches the utilization of a data network 
including the internet for enabling the realization of the disclosed game system including 
wild feature (Col 14:25-36 15:1-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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Claims 10, 12, and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yoseloff et al (US 6,311,976) as applied to at least claims 1-27 
above, and further in view of Singer et al (US 6,604,740). 

Claims 10, 12, and 38-40: The invention of Yoseloff teaches the invention as taught 
above however is silent regarding the inclusion of a player designation of symbol type, 
however in a related game including a wild symbol Singer teaches allowing the player to 
designate which symbols are and are not treated as wild symbols (Abstract). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have 
incorporated the player symbol designation of Singer into the invention of Yoseloff 
because such a combination would have mere combination of know wild game features 
in a known and conventional manner. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT MOSSER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4451 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert E Pezzuto/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
/R. M./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
February 28 th , 2008 



